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TO: Interested Parties
FROM: Lauren Goldstein, Change Research
RE: Public Lands in Idaho and Senator Risch Favorability

Change Research polled 1,027 registered voters in Idaho from July 15-17, 2025’ to gauge
Idahoans’ attitudes towards public lands and towards Senator Risch, following his actions to
protect public lands by opposing an amendment to sell over 3 million acres as part of the “One
Big Beautiful Bill.” Results show that Idahoans overwhelmingly support public lands remaining in
public hands and are extremely appreciative of Senator Risch’s actions to protect public lands.

e When asked whether public lands in Idaho should remain public and be protected so that
everyone can keep enjoying them, or be made available for purchase and private
ownership, 96% of registered voters in Idaho say public lands should remain in public
hands. This consensus transcends partisanship. 97% of registered Democrats, 95% of
registered Republicans, and 99% of voters registered without a party preference agree
that public lands should remain public.

e 87% of registered voters in Idaho opposed the amendment to the “One Big Beautiful
Bill,” sponsored by Mike Lee, to sell off over 3 million acres of public land across 11
western states, including Idaho.

o 91% of registered voters in Idaho approve of Senator Jim Risch’s opposition to the
amendment, which helped ensure that public lands in Idaho would not be sold. 92% of
registered Democrats, 91% of registered Republicans, and 90% of voters registered
without a party preference approve of Senator Risch’s actions to protect public lands.

e Support for Risch in the 2026 Senate race increases by 10 points after voters are made
aware of his actions to protect public lands in Idaho. Prior to any information, 41% of
registered voters support Senator Risch over Democrat David Roth (16%) and
Independent candidates Todd Achilles (5%) and Natalie Fleming (5%), while 31% are
undecided. After learning of Senator Risch’s actions to protect public lands in Idaho, 51%
of registered voters support Risch over the other candidates. Among registered
Republicans, support for Risch grew from 60% to 72%.

" Change Research polled 1,027 registered voters in Idaho from July 15-17, 2025. The modeled margin of error is 3.2%.
Post-stratification was performed on age, gender, race/ethnicity, education, region, party registration, and 2024 presidential vote.
You can see a full methodology statement and question wording here, which complies with the requirements of AAPOR's
Transparency Initiative. Members of the Transparency Initiative disclose all relevant details about our research, with the principle that
the public should be able to evaluate and understand research-based findings, in order to instill and restore public confidence in
survey results.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nxRfJ5QnuSdZMmF5Wjk36DkWxkxGpzpLPCe7DIyO5Kg/edit?tab=t.0

