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OVERVIEW

An informed voter is a 
powerful voter.

The 2022 elections will define Idaho politics and conservation policy for years to come. 
Nearly every state office will be up for election - from the governor to all 105 legislators. 

With such a monumental election year, we’ve decided to do things a bit differently for 
the primary elections. We’ve combed through the most contested races throughout 
the state to provide voters with a conservation and natural resource primary election 
guide. 

This guide includes which top candidates are running for congressional, statewide, 
and legislative offices with their stances on issues related to conservation, clean air 
and water, public lands, and voting rights. 

We would like to emphasize that this guide does not reflect CVI’s endorsed candidates. 
Our endorsements are a separate process conducted by our Board of Directors. 

Note: Because there are so many candidates running for office - and so many races - 
we have only included races where we believe Idaho’s public lands and clean air and 
water are the most at risk. We have also, in some cases, selected the top two or three 
most viable candidates instead of including all candidates running for office. 

OVERVIEW

ON THE ISSUES:

PROTECTING 
PUBLIC LANDS

INVESTMENTS IN 
OUR CHILDREN

SUPPORTING 
CLEAN ENERGY

SUPPORTING IDAHO 
FAMILIES

SENSIBLE 
POLICYMAKING
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congress

CONGRESS - HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

As a member of the House Interior and 
Environment Appropriations Subcommittee, 
incumbent Representative Mike Simpson has 
been a strong advocate for continued access 
to recreation on public lands. In the 115th 
Congress, Simpson formed the first ever House 
Outdoor Recreation Caucus to help grow 
Idaho’s outdoor recreation industry. Simpson 
was the lead Republican sponsor of the Great 
American Outdoors Act in the House, which 
was passed and signed into law by former 
President Donald Trump in 2020. The Act will 
help preserve public lands and visitor access 
for generations to come, while also creating 
jobs and positive economic impacts for local, 
often rural, communities. 

Most recently, Simpson has led federal efforts 
to come up with a comprehensive solution to 
work with diverse economic stakeholders like 
water users, dairymen, farmers and utilities to 
restore Idaho’s declining salmon runs.

Bryan Smith is an attorney and businessman 
from Idaho Falls. A self-described “hard-
nosed conservative,” Smith is the vice chair 
of the Idaho Freedom Foundation’s board of 
directors. 

On his campaign website, Smith outlines his 
support for fracking and opening access for 
oil and gas on public lands. In a previous run 
for this office, Smith promised to “focus on 
convincing Congress to ‘give back’ federal land 
to Idaho and other states.” 

DISTRICT TWO
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GOVERNOR

Incumbent Governor Brad Little has 
advanced pro-public lands measures while 
in office, including declaring an Idaho “Public 
Lands Day,” investing $6 million in state park 
expansion and maintenance projects, and 
making public lands and outdoor recreation 
a key part of his platform as current chair of 
the Western Governors’ Association. 

Most recently,  Governor Little worked 
with Rep. Matt Bundy and Senator Carl 
Crabtree to pass Little’s bill, “Leading Idaho 
Water Infrastructure.” The bill added record 
investments in water infrastructure to aid 
in the economic vitality of rural Idaho and 
agriculture.

Lieutenant Governor Janice McGeachin is 
outspoken about her support for the state 
seizure of public lands. McGeachin fails to 
note that the state could not afford managing 
our public lands, and would eventually sell 
them off to the highest bidder. A well-known 
Idaho militia group has endorsed McGeachin, 
stating that she had told their founder, “If 
I get in, you’re going to have a friend in the 
governor’s office.” 

Currently, McGeachin is working as Lt. Gov. 
without pay due to a budget shortfall for 
the fiscal year, which occurred under her 
management. She has also tried to charge 
taxpayers nearly $30,000 after losing a lawsuit 
filed over her personal actions.

Other candidates: Edward Humphreys, Steve Bradshaw, Ben Cannady, Cody Usabel, Lisa Marie, 
Ashley Jackson.

GOVERNOR
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LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

Representative Scott Bedke, current speaker 
of the House, has been a leader on protecting 
Idaho’s water, arguably our most precious 
resource. Bedke has been a key advocate for 
the aquifer recharge effort, and continues to 
advocate for investments in water quality. 

Elected in 2000, Bedke has served on the 
Joint Finance & Appropriations Committee, 
the Revenue & Taxation Committee, the 
Resources & Conservation Committee, and 
the Transportation & Defense Committee. 
Bedke and his wife still operate the family 
cattle ranch started by his great grandfather 
nearly 140 years ago. 

Representative Priscilla Giddings is a known 
opponent of public lands, voting rights, 
and conservation. In the past, Giddings has 
sponsored a joint memorial calling on the 
federal government to release all wilderness 
study areas in Idaho. Most recently, Rep. 
Giddings sponsored two bills aimed at 
restricting Idahoans’ right to vote at the polls. 

Giddings has been formally censured by 
her peers on demonstrating “conduct 
unbecoming a Representative” when she 
publicly identified a legislative intern who 
reported being sexually assaulted by a 
lawmaker. She then was untruthful about 
doing so.

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

Other candidates: Daniel Gasiorowski
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SECRETARY OF STATE

SECRETARY OF STATE

Ada County Clerk Phil McGrane carries years of experience overseeing elections. 
McGrane is a fourth-generation Idahoan. He served as a law clerk to the United 
States Elections Assistance Commission, and has been involved in every aspect 
of running elections in Ada County. He is also the former chair of the Elections 
Committee for the Idaho Association of County Recorders and Clerks. McGrane 
believes in working to improve our elections systems and protect Idahoans’ 
right to vote.

In her campaign for secretary of state, Representative Dorothy Moon cites 
undermining public lands as a top priority. She wants to see public lands seized 
over to the state. During the 2022 legislative session, Moon unsuccessfully 
pushed several versions of a bill that would have made drastic changes to voting 
laws. Her legislative efforts to change our elections would have entrenched the 
federal government in our voting system. 

Senator Mary Souza, elected in 2014, also introduced several bills aimed at 
restricting Idahoans’ right to vote, which CVI successfully fought back this 
past legislative session. One of them would have shut out more than 300,000  
unaffiliated voters in Idaho from participating in the primary election. Before 
being elected as a state senator, Souza was a critical care nurse and also served 
on a local Planning and Zoning Committee. 

Efforts to protect Idaho’s natural environment hinge upon the ability of Idahoans to vote their 
values through a fair, secure, and transparent election process. Idaho’s next secretary of state will 
oversee our elections, along with enforcing our elections laws. They will also hold a seat on the 
Idaho Land Board.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL

Idaho’s longest-serving attorney general, Lawrence Wasden, has repeatedly 
demonstrated that litigious efforts to support state seizure of public lands are 
unconstitutional. Generally viewed as a balanced and sensible attorney general, 
Wasden is publicly opposed to the transfer of public lands. His office has proven 
instrumental over the years in keeping the worst anti-public lands legislation 
from becoming law. 

Former Congressman Raúl Labrador envisions himself as a partner of extremist 
legislators, stating that he “will have their best interests in mind.” He has been 
very vocal about his support of the state control of public lands and worked 
to advance bills to undermine Idaho’s public lands during his term as a 
Congressman. In the House, Labrador voted against an amendment that would 
have prohibited the use of public funds to pursue ways to transfer federal lands 

attorney general

Idaho’s attorney general plays a critical role in upholding Idaho’s public lands by rejecting 
unconstitutional legislation that seeks to transfer public lands to state control. The attorney general 
also holds an important seat on the Idaho Land Board, which provides direction to the Department 
of Lands in managing more than 2.5 million acres of state endowment and public trust lands. 

Other candidates: Arthur Macomber.
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SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

Superintendent Sherri Ybarra is the current Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
Ybarra was elected in 2014 and re-elected in 2018, and has served as Idaho’s 
25th Superintendent of Public Instruction, overseeing K-12 education statewide, 
since 2015. Before being elected as Superintendent, she served nearly two 
decades in Idaho schools as a classroom teacher, assistant principal, principal, 
and federal program director. 

Debbie Critchfield currently serves as president of the Idaho Education Board. 
She has served for several years in education both locally in Cassia County 
as a substitute teacher, public information officer, and trustee of the school 
board. Critchfield also served in state education work on Governor Little’s K-12 
Education Council and co-chaired his Education Task Force.

Branden Durst, a former Democratic legislator from Boise, wants to rewrite 
Idaho’s educational standards, which have been written and approved by Idaho 
teachers, in a short six month period. Durst has been condemned by his peers 
for his actions earlier this year in confronting and threatening retaliation against 
a senator after a panel declined to introduce his proposed bill. Last month, a 
county court commissioner placed a temporary protection order in place against 
Durst and his wife regarding child abuse allegations. 

superintendent of public instruction

Idaho’s Superintendent of Public Instruction oversees Idaho’s educational system. The 
Superintendent also sits on the Idaho Land Board, which provides direction to the Department of 
Lands in managing more than 2.5 million acres of state endowment and public trust lands. 
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DISTRICT 1, HOUSE SEAT A

Mark Sauter has had a long career in firefighting and city management. Sauter is 
a retired fire chief and a current Deputy City Administrator and President of the 
Bonner County Fire Chiefs Association. In a recent interview with the Bonner’s Ferry 
Herald, Sauter referred to his love for the outdoors. Sauter understands the dangers 
of transferring public lands over to state control. He is endorsed by the Professional 
Firefighters of Idaho, the Fraternal Order of the Police, the American Federation of 
Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations, Idaho Association of Commerce 
and Industry, and the Idaho Association of Realtors. 

In a recent candidate forum at Boundary County Middle School, Spencer Hutchings 
said, “All the lands that the federal government has here, get out. It’s not your land. 
These (sic) is our land.”

district 1

Other candidates: Travis Thompson, Cynthia Weiss, Adam Rorick

DISTRICT 1, SENATE
Incumbent Senator Jim Woodward is a Navy veteran and Bonner County native who 
has considerable clout on education; he sits on the Senate Education Committee 
and JFAC. Woodward understands the importance of public lands to Idaho and our 
local economies. “We must protect and manage our lands and water to the highest 
level,” he states on his website. “These resources provide countless jobs in timber 
and tourism and limitless opportunities for sportsmen, recreational enthusiasts, 
and many others who consider the great outdoors a key part of our quality of 
life.” Woodward is endorsed by the American Federation of Labor and Congress 
of Industrial Organizations, Idaho Education Association, Idaho Association of 
Commerce and Industry, Professional Firefighters of Idaho, Idaho Association of 
Realtors, and Fraternal Order of the Police.

Scott Herndon is a perennial far-right candidate. He ran against Woodward in 
2018, splitting the vote with another far right candidate and only got 22%. He 
also received an endorsement from Raúl Labrador when he ran for Idaho State 
Controller in previous years. One of Herndon’s main platforms is to seize control of 
Idaho’s public lands. He’s a California transplant.
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district 2 & district 4

DISTRICT 2, SENATE

John Cantamessa is a popular Shoshone County Commissioner. His father Fred 
was a county commissioner, as well. Cantamessa ran as an Independent against 
Nuxoll in 2012. He has served on the Wallace School Board for seven years, four as 
chair. Cantamessa is endorsed by the Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry 
and the Idaho Association of Realtors.

Former state senator Phil Hart first ran for the Legislature as the Constitution 
candidate. Hart is a known tax dodger and has faced ethics hearings in the legislature 
during his term as senator. He was sued for nearly $550,000 in unpaid income taxes, 
penalties, and interest, which resulted in his home being auctioned off twice. His 
website states that he supports seizing control of public lands to the state. 

DISTRICT 4, SENATE
Tara Malek is an attorney practicing in state and federal court. Previously, she worked 
as a Kootenai County Deputy Prosecutor and an Assistant Attorney at the United 
States Attorney’s Office. She is now chief litigator and co-owner of Smith + Malek. 
She graduated from the University of Idaho College of Law with her JD in 2011. 
In 2018, IBR named Tara among Idaho’s Women of the Year honorees. She serves 
on the board of CASA and Your Health Idaho. Malek is making protecting public 
lands central to her policy platform. Malek does not support the transfer of public 
lands to state control, and points to her support of collaborative land management 
programs. She also believes “civic engagement is crucial,” and she opposes all 
efforts of restricting the right to vote. Malek is endorsed by the American Federation 
of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations, Idaho Education Association, 
Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry, Professional Firefighters of Idaho, 
Fraternal Order of the Police, and Idaho Association of Realtors. 

Ben Toews is an extreme far-right candidate who sits on the Idaho Family Policy 
Center board, a recently formed dark money group pouring money into Idaho and 
advancing the most controversial pieces of legislation during the 2022 session - 
bills that sought to criminalize librarians and parents of transgender children. The 
Idaho Family Policy Center works closely with groups labeled as hate groups by the 
Southern Poverty Law Center. 

Other candidates: Bill Hasz
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DISTRICT 5, SENATE

Incumbent Senator Peter Riggs serves as the current Senator for District 5. He 
works for Pita Pit USA. Riggs previously participated locally on the Board of Directors 
for the Coeur d’Alene Chamber of Commerce and the Coeur d’Alene Downtown 
Association. He is supportive of public lands and infrastructure improvements. 
Riggs is endorsed by the American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial 
Organizations, Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry, Idaho Association of 
Realtors, Professional Firefighters of Idaho, and Fraternal Order of the Police.

Carl Bjerke is a retired Deputy Chief of Operations for the City of Santa Monica Fire 
Department. He and his family moved to Idaho in 2017.

district 4 & district 5

DISTRICT 4, HOUSE SEAT B

Incumbent Representative Paul Amador currently owns and operates an education 
and development consulting business with his wife. He also owns a small family 
farm with his brother and sister. Amador currently serves on the Joint Finance-
Appropriations Committee, Judiciary, Rules and Administration, Environment 
Energy and Technology, and Joint Legislative Oversight. He is also Chair of 
the House Ways and Means Committee. Amador is endorsed by the American 
Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations, Idaho Association of 
Realtors, Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry, Professional Firefighters of 
Idaho, and Fraternal Order of the Police.

Elaine Price was born and raised in a small town in Iowa. She moved to Coeur 
d’Alene in 1990.

Other candidates: Roger Garlock
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DISTRICT 7, HOUSE SEAT A
Lynn Guyer was born and raised in Weiser, Idaho. He had a 30-year career with the 
Idaho Department of Correction before retiring, the last 13 as the Warden at North 
Idaho Correctional Institution. “Protecting our public lands from outside interests, 
like the Wilks brothers, is the only path forward for our state and our way of life. I will 
support legislation and policies that preserve our public lands for hunting, fishing 
and recreation so that we always have a better place for our families.” Guyer is 
endorsed by the Professional Firefighters of Idaho, the Fraternal Order of the Police, 
the American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations, Idaho 
Association of Commerce and Industry, and the Idaho Association of Realtors.

Incumbent Representative Mike Kingsley currently serves as District 6B 
representative and, with redistricting, now falls within District 7. Kingsley has voted 
against key conservation legislation while in office, and most recently, was one of 
the key players in an anti-salmon recovery resolution passed in the Legislature. 

DISTRICT 7

DISTRICT 7, SENATE

Incumbent Senator Carl Crabtree has served three terms as Senator. In addition 
to operating his ranch in Grangeville, he served as the president of the Idaho Cattle 
Association, the Idaho Beef Council, and the National Cattlemen’s Beef board 
of directors. He also served as a University of Idaho extension agent, managing 
the Idaho County 4-H program. He has made several pro-conservation and pro-
working landscape votes in the legislature and is seen as a valuable partner by 
the agriculture industry. Crabtree is endorsed by the Professional Firefighters of 
Idaho, Fraternal Order of the Police, American Federation of Labor and Congress 
of Industrial Organizations, Idaho Education Association, Idaho Association of 
Realtors, and Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry.

Cindy Carlson has operated several businesses, including GMC Logging, Salmon 
River Helicopters, and The RV Landing at Carlson Ranch. She describes herself as a 
“hardcore conservative.” She is a past school board member of both former Joint 
School District 241 (Grangeville) and Salmon River JSD 243 in Riggins. Carlson is a 
vocal opponent of Congressman Simpson’s salmon recovery proposal. 

Other candidates: Keith Stuffle, Heather Rogers
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DISTRICT 8, SENATE

DISTRICT 8, HOUSE SEAT A

Geoffrey Schroeder grew up on a ranch outside Kamiah. He was in the Idaho Army 
National Guard and retired from the Guard in 2007 after serving in Iraq. Schroeder 
served on the Mountain Home city council in 2007 and 2013. He currently serves as 
attorney for 16 cities and a countywide library district. Schroeder believes that “the 
increasing push to adopt sweeping statewide legislation to address nonexistent, 
hypothetical…problems” needs to stop. Aquifer recharge efforts are one of his top 
priorities.

Incumbent Representative Matthew Bundy served in the U.S. Air Force from 1984 
to 2004 and reached the rank of lieutenant colonel. Bundy’s career experience 
includes working as a teacher and social studies department chair at Mountain 
Home High School. He has been a conservation partner in the legislature. This past 
session, Bundy sponsored and carried a bill to help Idaho school districts electrify 
their school bus fleets, ensuring rural communities across Idaho could access much 
needed investments. Bundy is endorsed by the Professional Firefighters of Idaho, 
the Fraternal Order of the Police, the Idaho Education Association, the American 
Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations, Idaho Association of 
Commerce and Industry, and the Idaho Association of Realtors.

Incumbent Representative Terry Gestrin owns Long Valley Farm Service. In the 2022 
legislative session, Gestrin introduced two failed bills that would have had enormous 
consequences on growth in Valley County. One bill would have created changes to 
the way the Idaho Department of Lands handles land swamps, a change that was 
initially proposed by Trident Holdings, the development group that wants to gain 
access to land around McCall and Payette Lake. Another bill would have exempted 
developers like the Wilks Brothers from subdivision regulations, resulting in rampant 
development without the input of Valley County residents. 

Rob Beiswenger moved to Idaho from Indiana in 2019 and currently works for Idaho-
based Money Metals Exchange, a precious metals dealer. Beiswenger has stated he 
will fight against “voter fraud,” despite zero evidence of election tampering in Idaho. 

district 8

Other candidates: Jon Krueger, Gary Freeman. 
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DISTRICT 9, SENATE

DISTRICT 9, HOUSE SEAT B

Representative Scott Syme won his D11 seat in 2016 and is now redistricted into 
the new District 9. Syme owns Syme Farm and Syme Real Estate, and served in 
the Army reserves from 1982 to 2014. He completed two tours in Iraq and retired 
from the military as a colonel. His wife Patti Syme serves as Chair of Canyon 
County Republicans. Syme is endorsed by the Professional Firefighters of Idaho, 
the Fraternal Order of the Police, the American Federation of Labor and Congress 
of Industrial Organizations, Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry, and the 
Idaho Association of Realtors.

Representative Judy Boyle has introduced countless legislation to undermine 
Idaho’s public lands including HB582, which AG Wasden’s office had deemed 
unconstitutional. In 2016, Rep. Boyle traveled to the Malheur Wildlife Refuge 
Occupation to show her support for Ammon Bundy. She serves on the House 
Resources and Conservation committee. She was chair of the House Agriculture 
committee but was stripped of that role in 2020 . 

district 9

Senator Abby Lee is the assistant majority leader in the legislature. As a legislator 
since 2014, Lee understands the importance of collaborative working relationships 
between the state of Idaho and the federal land management agencies in order 
to best preserve our state and public lands. Lee is the Associate Vice President at 
Treasure Valley Community College. Lee is endorsed by the American Federation of 
Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations and the Idaho Education Association.

Senator Jim Rice is a state senator from Caldwell that has been redistricted into the 
new D9. He chairs the Local Government and Taxation committee and has been in 
office for six terms. He recently tried to advance HB 741, which would have increased 
the state sales tax by 1.85%, making it the highest base sales tax rate in the country. 

Other candidates: Jordan Marques, Kayla Dunn
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district 10 & district 12

DISTRICT 10, SENATE

DISTRICT 12, HOUSE SEAT A

Jeff Cornilles works for Cornilles Financial Services in Nampa. Cornilles wants to 
bring back sensible policy making to the legislature stating, “I think it’s coming from 
a far-right faction that thinks they’re more Republican than the people that grew up 
here and have made this state an amazing place to live, work, and play. And I want 
to stand up and tell them, ‘No. You don’t know what’s best for Idaho.’” Cornilles also 
believes in the importance of “keeping public lands in public hands” and that they 
should not be sold for profit. At the same time, he thinks that the federal government 
should work and learn from state management of public lands, including allowing 
grazing access for farmers to help mitigate wildfire risk, he said. Cornilles is endorsed 
by the Professional Firefighters of Idaho, Idaho Association of Commerce and 
Industry, and the Idaho Association of Realtors.

Machele Hamilton owns her own painting and remodeling business. She has held 
roles in the state Republican Party, including as a precinct committeeperson, district 
chair for District 12, Canyon County chair, and is currently the state vice chair. She 
has worked as a Senate attaché, and is also the director of communications for 
Idaho’s lieutenant governor Janice McGeachin. 

Scott Brock is a small business owner, combat veteran, and former U.S. Department 
of State Supervisory Security Specialist. Protecting Idaho’s lands is one of his top 
priorities. Brock is endorsed by the American Federation of Labor and Congress of 
Industrial Organizations, Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry, Professional 
Firefighters of Idaho, and Fraternal Order of the Police.

Representative Tammy Nichols has close ties to the Three Percenters and anti-
government advocates like Ammon Bundy. She has used her online platform to post 
memes advocating for violence against journalists, educators, conservationists, the 
state’s largest university, and other non profit organizations. 

Other candidates: Sebastian Griffin
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DISTRICT 14, HOUSE SEAT A

Ted Hill retired from the Navy after 28 years of service. He served three combat 
tours as a fighter pilot, and served as a Deputy Air Wing Commander and squadron 
commander. Hill believes that we need to bring all state and local entities together 
to cooperate in a long-term strategic plan for growth in our state. Hill is endorsed 
by the Professional Firefighters of Idaho, the Fraternal Order of the Police, the Idaho 
Education Association, and the American Federation of Labor and Congress of 
Industrial Organizations.

Tracey Koellisch was a key driver in flipping the Eagle City Council in 2019 from pro-
conservation council members to candidates tied to Avimor, the giant developer. 
She has held co-political events with notorious anti-public land candidates, Dorothy 
Moon and Raúl Labrador. 

district 14 & district 21

Other candidates: Caleb Hoobery, Mike Olsen

Treg Burnt is the current City Council President of Meridian. He was born and 
raised in Pocatello, Idaho and graduated from Idaho State University. He’s a small 
business owner and previously served on the City of Meridian Parks and Recreation 
Commission, the Planning and Zoning Commission and as a board member of 
the Community Planning Association of Southwest Idaho. Burnt is endorsed 
by the American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations, 
Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry, Professional Firefighters of Idaho, 
Fraternal Order of the Police, and the Idaho Association of Realtors.

Thad Butterworth is from Oregon and is a small business owner. He got into 
politics to try to overturn the City of Meridian’s anti-discrimination ordinance, 
creating a non-profit called Faith & Family Alliance but failed to get the signatures 
needed. He then started the Conservatives of Meridian chapter working to impact 
local elections. 

DISTRICT 21, SENATE
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DISTRICT 21, HOUSE SEAT A

DISTRICT 21, HOUSE SEAT B

James Petzke spent the last ten years as an entrepreneur and small business 
owner. He is the owner of several companies, including Upland Optics, which sells 
high quality sporting optics directly to hunters online. As a hunter, one of Petzke’s 
main priorities is to protect public lands and outdoor recreation access. He is a 
lifetime member of the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Mule Deer Foundation, and 
Backcountry Hunters and Anglers. Petzke is endorsed by the American Federation 
of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations, Idaho Association of Commerce 
and Industry, and the Idaho Association of Realtors.

Jeff Ehlers is a 6th-generation Idahoan and grew up in Idaho working on a potato 
farm. He has served as the Republican Party’s Precinct Committeeperson for the 
past four years and 3rd vice Chair of the Ada County Republicans for the last 2 years, 
as well as a legislative district Vice-Chair. His top two priorities as a legislator are 
managing growth and education. Ehlers is endorsed by the Idaho Association of 
Industry and Commerce and the Idaho Association of Realtors.

Dom Gelsomino owns a consulting and virtual assistant business and offers a 
variety of professional services for healthcare, non-profit organizations, start-
up and established private sector businesses. Dom Gelsomino currently serves 
as a commissioner of Meridian Parks and Recreation and as a member of the 
Meridian Library Foundation Board of Directors. He wants to expand and improve 
infrastructure, including alternative transportation, and dedicate efforts to keep 
public lands public.

Brandon Dybdal worked his way through college in restaurants, graduating with 
two degrees in History and American Studies. After college, he took a job as a Land 
Surveyor. 

DISTRICT 21

Other candidates: Tyler Ricks, Tara Pugmire

Other candidates: Caleb Pirc
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DISTRICT 23, HOUSE SEAT A

Jason Knopp has been a Nampa firefighter for 15 years and a Melba school board 
trustee for 8 years. He is also currently president of the Idaho School Boards 
Association. Knopp believes that “the move to clean energy is going to help preserve 
what we have for future generations.” He also opposes transfers of public lands 
to state control since it’s not economically feasible. Knopp believes our election 
system already works and we do not need to change it. Knopp is endorsed by the 
Professional Firefighters of Idaho, the Fraternal Order of the Police, the American 
Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations, and the Idaho 
Association of Realtors.

Melissa Durrant is the Chairperson for the Idaho Farm Bureau Federation. She 
grew up in a small farming town in Utah and moved to Idaho in 2006. Durrant 
holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Health Sciences and a Bachelor of Science in 
Communicative Disorders and Deaf Education.

DISTRICT 23

Other candidates: Tyson Garten, Michael Law, Tammy Payne

Shaun Laughlin is captain of the Nampa Fire Department, serving with NFD for 21 
years. He has also been the Nampa Firefighters PAC chair and political treasurer 
since 2002 and a Professional Firefighters of Idaho lobbyist for 10 years. Laughlin is 
endorsed by the Professional Firefighters of Idaho, the Fraternal Order of the Police, 
Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry, Idaho Association of Realtors, and 
the American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations.

Other candidates:
• Chris Bruce is a mortgage loan officer with Premier Mortgage Resources.
• Tina Lambert is running under a platform of pro-school choice and medical 

freedom. 
• Lyman Winchester is a former representative who unsuccessfully ran for state 

controller. 

DISTRICT 23, HOUSE SEAT B
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DISTRICT 24, HOUSE SEAT A

DISTRICT 25, HOUSE SEAT B

Chenele Dixon serves as the Kimberly School District Foundation President, and 
has been involved with the local Twin Falls County Republicans. Dixon wants to 
ensure that “Idaho is prepared for the future while protecting the interests of Idaho’s 
families, agricultural industry, and small businesses.” Dixon is endorsed by the 
Professional Firefighters of Idaho, the American Federation of Labor and Congress 
of Industrial Organizations, Idaho Association of Industry and Commerce, and the 
Idaho Association of Realtors.

Gregory Lanting was born and raised on a farm in southern Twin Falls County. 
Lanting has 33 years in education, 16 years as a teacher, and 17 years as a middle 
school principal. He served 16 years on the Twin Falls City Council, and was elected 
as Twin Falls Mayor in 2012 and 2013. Lanting also served 10 years in Idaho Air and 
Army National Guard. Sustainable growth, infrastructure, and property taxes are his 
top three priorities. Lanting is endorsed by the Professional Firefighters of Idaho, 
the Fraternal Order of the Police, the American Federation of Labor and Congress 
of Industrial Organizations, Idaho Association of Industry and Commerce, and the 
Idaho Association of Realtors.

Tori Orgain-Wakewood is a former teacher and architect. Orgain-Wakewood said 
she is running because she doesn’t like to see candidates running unopposed. Not 
much else is known about her platform. 

Rocky Ferrenburg grew up in Anchorage, Alaska, and moved to the Magic Valley in 
2008. Ferrenburg is currently enrolled in his Master of Science in Applied Economics. 
This is Ferrenburg’s third bid for elected office at the state level, the previous two 
were unsuccessful. 

district 24 & district 25
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DISTRICT 26 & DISTRICT 27

Doug Pickett is a multi-generation Idaho rancher who was born in Twin Falls. He 
carries a degree in economics. Pickett has served on the boards of Oakley Valley 
Water Company, as a commissioner for the Oakley Valley Cemetery District, chair of 
the Cassia County Federal Lands Advisory Group, and a member of the Governor’s 
Bighorn/Domestic Sheep Advisory Taskforce. Pickett wants to be a “voice for 
agriculture in the development and conservation of water resources.” Pickett is 
endorsed by the Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry and the Idaho 
Association of Realtors.

Carl Voigt, originally from California, moved to Idaho in 1993. He holds a BS Degree 
in Sociology and a Masters of Education from the University of Idaho in 2006. He 
currently teaches junior high in Burley. 

DISTRICT 27, HOUSE SEAT A

Representative Laurie Lickley is a rancher out of the Jerome area, past president of 
the Idaho Cattle Association and is current Vice Chair of the House Resources and 
Conservation Committee. While in office, Lickley has worked to support veterans, 
broadband for rural communities, and PTSI treatment for our first responders. Lickley 
supports public lands and “collaboration, communication, and cooperation between 
the many stakeholders regarding Idaho’s natural resources.” Lickley is endorsed by 
the American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations, Idaho 
Association of Commerce and Industry, Professional Firefighters of Idaho, and 
Fraternal Order of the Police.

Eric Parker, known as the “Bundy Ranch sniper,” was photographed at the Bundy 
Ranch standoff in 2014 pointing his rifle at federal officers. Parker is a ring leader 
for the Idaho militia group, the 111%ers, and he is running on a platform of giving 
public lands over to state control. 
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DISTRICT 28, HOUSE SEAT A

Incumbent Senator Jim Guthrie is completing his fifth term in the Idaho Senate. He 
currently operates a 200 head cow-calf beef operation on about 1000 acres, and owns 
and operates a grocery store and storage rental units in McCammon. His conservation 
priorities include the responsible management of resources (particularly water), 
property rights and relationships between landowners and sportsmen, protecting 
outdoor recreation access, and water rights. Guthrie is endorsed by the American 
Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations, Idaho Association 
of Commerce and Industry, Professional Firefighters of Idaho, and the Idaho 
Association of Realtors.

Rick Cheatum has lived in Bannock County for 45 years. He has worked in 
broadcasting, auto sales, and credit unions. Cheatum serves on the Pocatello City 
Council and is the current council president. Cheatum believes that the “legislature 
needs to stop increasing regulations and demands on local government without 
providing funding to accomplish those goals.” Education is a top priority for Cheatum 
and providing the right skills training for Idaho students. Cheatum is endorsed by 
the Professional Firefighters of Idaho, Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry, 
Idaho Association of Realtors, and the American Federation of Labor and Congress 
of Industrial Organizations.

Tom Branson graduated from Utah State University with a degree in finance. He 
owned a mortgage company licensed in Idaho, Utah, and Wyoming. After a lengthy 
career in mortgage finance, he transitioned to financial consulting, which led to 
some government and military work in Europe. He is also a licensed pilot and has 
served in the military.

Dawn Morrell is a lifelong resident of southeast Idaho. Morrell was in the active duty 
army for 4.5 years, and then worked at the U.S. Postal Service until retirement. She 
owns a small gun shop in Pocatello with her husband. Morrell believes that public 
lands should not be managed by federal land management agencies.

district 28

Other candidates: Artur da Rosa
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DISTRICT 28 & DISTRICT 30

DISTRICT 30, SENATE

Daniel Garner has 38 years of experience in farming, ranching, and agriculture. 
Garner has served on several local and state boards like his local school board, 
Idaho Farm Bureau State Board, and American Farm Bureau’s Organic and Direct 
Marketing Committees. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in economics. Garner 
believes our schools need a “stronger emphasis on a broader range of practical 
skills, whether it’s a focus on apprenticeships, resumes, or personal finance.” Garner 
is endorsed by the Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry and the Idaho 
Association of Realtors.

R. Scott Workman owns a dairy farm in Franklin County. Workman served as a 
commissioner in Franklin County. Workman believes we do not need to create more 
laws.

From 2012-2018, Julie VanOrden served District 30 in the Idaho House of 
Representatives. VanOrden returns to fill the vacant Senate seat left by retiring state 
Senator Steve Bair. VanOrden grew up on a farm north of Blackfoot Idaho, and is 
co-owner of Garth VanOrden Farms that spans Bingham County from Fort Hall to 
Shelley. VanOrden is endorsed by the American Federation of Labor and Congress 
of Industrial Organizations, the Idaho Association of Realtors, Idaho Association of 
Commerce and Industry, and the Professional Firefighters of Idaho.

Jerry Bingham is a farmer living with his family 10 miles west of Blackfoot. He is an 
elected member of the Snake River School District Board. 
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DISTRICT 31, SENATE

Incumbent Senator Van Burtenshaw is a self employed farmer, rancher, and 
independent contractor for Superior Livestock Auction. He is the current Chair 
of the Senate Agricultural Affairs Committee, and serves on the Resources and 
Environment Committee. Agriculture and water preservation, education, and 
tax relief are his top three priorities. He is also concerned about growth stating, 
“family farms are being turned into housing developments and the cost of housing 
is keeping our kids and grandkids from being able to become homeowners.” 
Burtenshaw is endorsed by the Idaho Association of Realtors, Idaho Association of 
Commerce and Industry, and the Professional Firefighters of Idaho.

Fran Bryson was raised in a livestock family. She served on the Board of Directors 
for Ventura County Symphony and taught early morning seminary for seven years. 
Bryson wants Idaho to refuse federal money. 

DISTRICT 31, HOUSE SEAT A

Jerald Raymond is a rancher and Department of Interior appointee to the BLM 
Resource Advisory Council. He is a former Jefferson County Commissioner, 
legislator, and former president of the Idaho Cattle Association. Raymond is 
endorsed by the Professional Firefighters of Idaho, the Fraternal Order of the Police, 
Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry, Idaho Education Association, Idaho 
Association of Realtors, and the American Federation of Labor and Congress of 
Industrial Organizations.

Incumbent Representative Karey Hanks has listed that “it troubles her that 63 
percent of Idaho land is controlled by the federal government, and not Idaho’s 
citizens.” She has also listed deregulation, including of our building codes and 
educational standards, a key part of her platform. 
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DISTRICT 32, SENATE

Incumbent Representative Rod Furniss is a sixth generation Idahoan. He is 
currently the precinct committee person for Clark in Jefferson County and the 
former president of the District 251 Jefferson Education Foundation. He owns a 
life insurance business. In the legislature, he currently serves as Vice-Chair of the 
House Business Committee, State Affairs Committee, and Energy and Technology 
Committee. He has championed education bills by funding teacher’s salaries 
and health care. Furniss is endorsed by the Professional Firefighters of Idaho, the 
Fraternal Order of the Police, Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry, Idaho 
Education Association, Idaho Association of Realtors, and the American Federation 
of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations.

Kevin Cook grew up on a farm and has a computer science degree. He owned and 
ran his own software consulting business for several years. He is currently employed 
at the Idaho National Laboratory as a software engineer. Education and agriculture 
are his top two priorities. He believes “the proper management of our surface water 
and aquifer is crucial.” Cook is endorsed by the Idaho Association of Commerce and 
Industry and the Professional Firefighters of Idaho.

Darnell Shipp moved to the Rigby area in 1985. He worked construction and then  
was hired at the Idaho National Laboratory in late 1991, working there for 30 years. 
For the last 5 years, he has worked as a planner on reactor projects. Shipp believes 
the greatest challenge facing Idahoans are Environment, Social, Governance scores, 
an investment ranking used by many Idaho businesses and ranchers. Shipp is the  
Chapter Leader of the John Birch Society in Rexburg. 

Keith Newberry grew up in Southern Ohio and joined the US Navy in the Navy’s 
nuclear program in 1984, which brought him to Idaho Falls as a student at the 
Naval Reactors Facility. He believes the ethics hearing on Rep. Pricilla Giddings for 
publicizing personal information of a legislative intern who accused a legislator 
of sexual assault was a sign of corruption in the legislature, and should not have 
happened.

DISTRICT 31 & DISTRICT 32
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DISTRICT 32, HOUSE SEAT A

Stephanie Mickelsen was born in Idaho Falls. She has farmed for 34 years with 
her husband, Mark, and co-owns Mickelsen Farms, LLC, Yellowstone Seed, LLC, 
Rigby Produce, Inc., and Potato Products of Idaho. She is Chief Financial Officer for 
Mickelsen Farms, LLC. Mickelsen currently serves as State Director with the Idaho 
Farm Insurance and Idaho Farm Bureau, Co-Chair of the Idaho Groundwater Users, 
President of the Bonneville Groundwater District, Treasurer for Groundwater District 
120, and Chair of the American Farm Bureau Labor Committee. Her top priorities 
are managing growth and properly funding education. Mickelsen is endorsed 
by the Professional Firefighters of Idaho, the Fraternal Order of the Police, Idaho 
Association of Commerce and Industry, and Idaho Association of Realtors.

Nicholas Christiansen lives in Idaho Falls.

DISTRICT 33, SENATE

Incumbent Senator Dave Lent was born in Idaho Falls and raised in Shelley. His 
occupation is in the nuclear industry, primarily in health physics and managing 
nuclear facility training programs. Lent served 12 years on the District 91 School 
Board, and was appointed by Governor Little to serve as a commissioner on the 
Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education. He is finishing up his second 
term in the legislature, and currently serves as vice-chair on the Senate Education 
Committee. Education, taxes and growth are his top priorities. Lent is endorsed by 
the American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations, Idaho 
Association of Commerce and Industry, and the Idaho Association of Realtors.

Bryan Scholz is originally from California and now lives in Idaho Falls. He has 
technical experience in media and IT. His top priorities are removing vaccine 
mandates for health workers and “election integrity.”
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DISTRICT 35, SENATE

Britt Raybould held this seat from 2018-2020. Raybould is CFO of Raybould 
Farms and is the granddaughter of Dell Raybould who represented this area for 
16  years before stepping down in 2018. While in office she sat on JFAC, Resources 
& Environment and House Energy, Environment and Technology. She started the 
Clean Energy Caucus and was a regular voice of common sense in committee and on 
the floor. Raybould is endorsed by the American Federation of Labor and Congress 
of Industrial Organizations, Idaho Association of Realtors, Idaho Association of 
Commerce and Industry, Professional Firefighters of Idaho, and Fraternal Order of 
the Police.

Incumbent Senator Mark Harris is a 5th generation Idahoan born in Montpelier 
Idaho. He operates a family-run cattle ranch. Harris has served as a director on the 
state board of directors for the Idaho Cattle Association where he served on the 
wildlife committee. He also served as a director on the Idaho Farm Bureau State 
Board and on the Bear Lake Planning and Zoning Committee. He is currently 
serving his 4th term in the legislature, is co-chair of the Joint Legislative Oversight 
Committee (JLOC), and was elected by his Senate peers to serve as the Majority 
Caucus Chair. The protection of private property rights and the reduction of taxes are 
his top priorities, and he believes that “we also need to invest in our roads, bridges 
and water infrastructure.” Harris is endorsed by the National Rifle Association, Idaho 
Farm Bureau, the Professional Firefighters of Idaho, the American Federation of 
Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations, Idaho Association of Commerce 
and Industry, and the Idaho Association of Realtors.

Incumbent Representative Ron Nate is one of the House’s most staunch anti-public 
education voices. This past session, Nate tried to cut more than $1.3 million from 
the higher education budget. Nate has made it clear he does not support public 
lands, and recently debated against a resolution to celebrate the 50th Anniversary 
of the Sawtooth National Recreation Area.

Doug Toomer retired from a 40-year career with the Idaho National Laboratory in 
2016. Toomer started Stand Up for Idaho, and he does not believe Idaho should 
have accepted the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA) funds. 

district 34 & district 35
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Josh Wheeler currently sits on Ammon City Council and is a small business 
owner. He was born and raised in Ammon. His wife, Laramie Wheeler, is a 
doctor and they have six kids. He believes that “Idaho’s voting process is strong, 
transparent, and fair. By providing proper funding, training, and support to local 
elections officials throughout the state Idaho will continue to have successful, 
free and fair elections.” Wheeler is endorsed by the American Federation of 
Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations, Idaho Education Association, 
Idaho Association of Realtors, Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry, 
Professional Firefighters of Idaho, and Fraternal Order of the Police.

Incumbent Representative Chad Christensen openly affiliates with paramilitary 
organizations like the 111%ers, Proud Boys and the John Birch Society. Prone 
to acting out on social media, Christensen’s bad behavior is regularly on display. 

DISTRICT 35

DISTRICT 35, HOUSE SEAT B
Jon Goode was born and raised in Rupert. He is a Certified Public Accountant (CPA), 
and currently works in a controller role for a manufacturing facility. Goode has 
served on the Board of Directors for the Idaho Mining Association and Associated 
Taxpayers of Idaho. His past civic roles include elected School Board Trustee, 
City Planning and Zoning Commission member, Bureau of Land Management 
Resource Advisory Committee member, and Councilperson for the City of 
Soda Springs. Goode is a life member of the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation. 
He describes himself as “a conservative Republican who doesn’t subscribe to 
extremism and political theater.” Goode believes “Idaho can continue to grow 
without losing our roots in agriculture, mining, and our exceptional natural 
resources” and that we can be “more supportive of education through strategic 
investments.” Goode is endorsed by the Professional Firefighters of Idaho, the 
American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations, Idaho 
Association of Commerce and Industry, and the Idaho Association of Realtors. 

Incumbent Representative Kevin Andrus was raised on a sheep and cattle ranch 
outside of Lava Hot Springs, and currently resides on that same ranch. He received 
his bachelor’s degree from BYU-Idaho and his MBA from Idaho State University. 
Instead of voting on behalf of his constituents, he casts his votes based on the 
whims of special interest groups like the Idaho Freedom Foundation.


